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YOM KIPPUR 1980
On Yom Kippur we do something different that we do not do all the other days
of the year. There are other fast days in the Jewish calendar even another
25 hour fast, Tisha B'av. On other days we say Selichos. On the day before
Yom Kippur we even say Al Chait. Only on Yom Kippur do we say aloud Boruch
Shem Kavod Malchuso. The Medrash tells us that on Jacob's deathbed he called
together all his children and he asked them what they believed. They all
together said, the Shma. Upon hearing this Jacob bowed his head and said
Boruch Shem Kavod Malchuso, Blessed Be the Name of His Glorious Kingdom Forever
and Forever. Jacob was the only one of the patriarchs whose children all
remained Jews. Out of Abraham's 8 children only Yitzchak remained a Jew.
Abraham married again after Sarah died and had 6 children, none of whom remained
Je”s. Of Yitzchak's children only Jacob remained Jewish. Only Jacob had all
his 12 daughters and one son remain Jews. Why should this be so? Abraham was
the epitome of kindness, of doing deeds of charity. He is known in Hebrew as
Har, or mountain. He was a beacon for all of us to follow. Yitzchak was known
as Sadeh, or field in HebreWw. He was an introspective man who basically
withdrew from the world. The fertility of a field is A its soil which is
hidden. Jacob, on the other hand, was known as Bayit, or house. He knew how
to create a family. In the Torah there are two creation stories. There is
the story of Adam who the Rabbis say was both man and woman, who was commanded
to conquer the world, to rule it. He was man the master, man completely free
but he was lonely. G-d then devided him and man became the social man. Man
retains both these qualities to this day. Man is incomplete and strives to
complete himself. That's why Judaism favors marriage so strongly. Man remains
man the lonely man and the social man. Marriage will never take away a person's
essential loneliness completely. Many people today do not understand this.
There are two philosophies today which are competing against the Jewish
philosophy. There is the philosophy which states that love conquers all, that

a person only had to be passive in order to be complete. He had to receive
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mediphysical love or believe in or accept some person or something then he
would be redeemed. We Jews have always believed that the only way we can
complete ourselves is through deeds of loving kindness. This idea has been
subtly changed in the modern world to mean the receiving of physical love.
This has wreaked havoc with the institution of the family. We now say love
conquers all. If you go to bed with your wife not feeling the arrows of love
you are commiting adultery *hile if you are in love and you go to bed with
someone else's wife you are doing a wonderful thing. This was Ishmael,
Abraham's son. He exemplified this philosophy. He was a Pereh Odom, a
receiving man. He wanted to take, take, take. The other philosophy that is
current today is the philosophy of being free, of roaming, of being completely
man the master. This was Esau. His name Esau means made. He was completely
made. He did not have to be completed. He wanted to run, run, run. Jacob,
too, originally was one who ran from his problems. He ran from Esau, he ran
from Leban, and when he returned to Israel he looked as if he was going to
run again. His family was on one side of the river and he on the other. He
had come to pick up some trinkets. There he encountered the guardian angel
of Esau and wrestled all night. When the encounter was over he was lame, he
was hobbled. The secret of Jacob was that he was tied, he was lame. He also
wanted his adversary's blessing. It's not enough to defeat your enemies but
you must want to be blessed by them. Jacob understood that we cannot be man
the master. There must always be mutuality in all relationships. He was able
to raise a family because he wanted his children's blessing as well as the
ability to bless them. ;acob's name was changed to Israel. However, he was
still known as Jacob which was different from Abraham who when his name was
changed to Abraham was no longer known as Avrohm. Jacob remained Jacob. He
wanted the blessing of others but not at the cost of his own integrity. He
remained Jacob. He wanted his children's blessing but he still remained true
to himself and his children wanted his blessing. That's one of the reasons

why before Yom Rippur parents bless their children. Jacob knew how to build
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a family because he built it on commitment. In order to realize this himself
he had to be tied and he also knew he needed his children's blessing as well
as the ability to bless them. Today in the world we have seen how many times
Israel has defeated the Arabs but that is not enough. We need their blessing.
We cannot have it, though, by sacrificing our integrity. We are not going

to commit suicide to get it. Each of us realizes part of ourselves by being
tied to a commitment. The strength of a commitment is not in the sameness

of its members but in their singularity. May we each desire each other's
blessing and always remain commited.

Why on Yom Kippur only do we read Boruch Shem Kavod? Because it is only on

Yom Kippur that we are truly sure that we are commited.




